PITCHER OF

America’s economic status might spell
gloom, but Columbia’s still got quality

without high costs.

he word shakes people. The
nine letters, ever so.insidious,

together produce a lurch
in the stomach. They send people
- racing to check their stock market

numbers. Eyes turn to the gas meter.
Receipts and bills become important.

Hands tremble; jaws clench.
Recession.
Almost a whisper, the word
is never fully embraced. Call it
a slow-down. Call it temporary
sluggishness. Either way, it sucks.
Columbia, at least, sits in the
heart of the Midwest, where we tend
not to experience the high highs or
low lows, according to Don Laird,

the head of the Columbia Chamber
of Commerce. We've got affordable
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theater and sports. Folks the nation
over praise the Midwest’s stellar
housing value. Still, geography only
goes so far.

The golden word here is cheap.
Vox gets the appeal. Thrift is a virtue.

- No one’s judging that S8 blazer from

Goodwill.

In this spirit, Vox hunted down
the best of the cheap. We want you
to forget supply and demand curves.
Blow off the perils of inflation and
pay no mind to the chairman of the
Fed. Even in the worst of times,
these quality goods and services
provide everything a well-rounded
human being might need and still let
you smile all the way to the bank.

— JOHN HENDEL
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